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Freshman Assemblyman Katz may challenge Ball for state Senate

Assemblyman considers run for state Senate

by Brian J. Howard

February 14, 2012

YORKTOWN — Freshman Assemblyman Steve Katz is considering a primary challenge against fellow Republican state Sen. Greg Ball, further clouding an electoral picture already unsettled by impending redistricting.

While surprising, given the men’s close association in the 2010 campaign, the potential challenge follows what has been seen as a widening rift between the two.

“Right now I’m looking into it,” Katz said when reached Monday in Albany. . “I’m strongly considering it.”

He declined to discuss why until he announces his decision a week from today.

Katz made his first run for elected office two years ago as a Tea Party candidate, campaigning frequently alongside Ball and contributing $8,200 to Ball’s campaign either personally or through his own largely self-funded campaign committee. Like Ball a few years earlier, Katz, a veterinarian, came onto the political scene as an outsider who bucked the local party bosses and waged a hard-fought primary challenge before winning office.

Signs of a divide between them were glaring when Nicole Katz, the assemblyman’s wife, publicly criticized Ball on Facebook after he “de-friended” her from his official page. The move followed comments she made regarding Ball’s criticism of congressional Republicans. Before it was over, she had posted a YouTube video in which she was gagged with duct tape at her dinner table for criticizing a friend’s salad.

Ball didn’t return a call seeking comment Monday. His office issued a statement attributed to his chief of staff, Jim Coleman, assailing Katz’s record .

“It’s unfortunate that a fellow Republican, who hasn’t even finished his first term and (who is) absent from the Assembly 15 (percent) of the time, would work to help the New York City Democrats gain control of this seat by pushing an unnecessary primary,” it reads. “He has done little in Albany, earning the nickname of Dr. Do-Little, and has a track record of flip-flops, broken promises and liberal stances.”

Ball has drawn the ire of some for his continuing criticism of Rep. Nan Hayworth, R-Katonah, his drawn-out decision on gay marriage before voting against it, and his hearings in opposition to the natural gas drilling practice known as hydrofracking.

Ball already faces a potential Democratic opponent in Croton-on-Hudson attorney Justin Wagner, while two Republicans have lined up to challenge Katz, Wolf Lawton of Mahopac and Dario Gristina of Putnam Valley. Gristina surfaced as a possible challenger to Assemblywoman Sandy Galef, D-Ossining, but the redistricting plan would put him in Katz’s district. Either way, Gristina said, he is running.

“Let’s put it this way, I think I could do a better job than (Katz),” he said. “I’m not going to hide the fact that I think Sen. Ball is doing a great job.”
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